Laboring Sons Memorial Grounds

121 East Fifth St
Frederick, Frederick Co, Maryland

For Plaques, see
https:/www.usgenwebsites.org/MDFrederick/afriamericans/lsonscem.htm

History follows:
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| - NOTICES

| NOTICE TO THE LOT-HOLDERS AND |
PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE '
LABORING SONS CEMETERY AND
1 TO ALL MEMBERS AND FORMER
MEMBERS OF THE BENEFICIAL SO-
{ CIETY OF THE LABORING SONS OF
| FREDERICK CITY:
¢ A special meeting of iot-holders and
; persons inleresicd or claiming any
interest in the Laboring Sons Ceme-
tery as well as all members and for-
mer members of the Beneficial So-

!

[ cietr of the Laborinz Sons of Fred-

erick Ciity. a body corporate of the
State of Iaryland, will be- held on

| Friday evening. October 1. 1948 at:

+9:00 o'clock. P M at the Quinn A

tM. E Church at 105 East Third |

+ Street. Frederick. Marvland to con-
sider the recommendations of the sur-
viving officers and trustees of said
corporation. which recommendations
are as follows:

. That the Laboring Sons Ceme-
ter.\' be turned over. given and deed-
ed to the Mayor and Aldermen of
Frederick. subject to the following
terms and conditions, providing the

and Aldermen oi Frederick:

a. That the Laboring Sons Ceme-
tery will te maintained by the City
as a public park and playground as
twell as 2 cemetery to be known as
THP ERKLABORD-G SONS MEMORIAL -
AL -

b That no further burials will be:

allowed in said park unless the Mayor
and Aldermen of Frederick shall. in
their discretion deczid = to aliow some

outstanding Nezro hero, scientist,

j ariist, or athleie 1o be buried thercin.
+ c. That a suitable memorial_monu-
‘ ment or tablet be erected in said park
t0 itbe memory c<f those buried there-

same chall be accepiab’e by the Mayor ;

.
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in. .
d. That tne park shall be open at

all uimes to the colored residents of
Frede.xck sub to 2any city-wide
+ pol.ce ‘egu‘a 3.

e. That the slones. monuments and
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dSept 1,9,17,25
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Site Sought
For New Negro
Graveyard -

Possibilities Jloom for a Dpew
colored graveyard for Frederick.
Thevy became apparent when she
request for action was renewed
this week by the Laboring Sons
on their propesal for the city to
acquire the present burying

Several months ago the Bene-
ficial Society of the Laboring
Sons of Frederick. corporate name
of the owners, formally presented
the Mavor and Aldermen a pro-
posal whereby they would trans-
fer title of their gravevard upon
certain conditions.

No Action Taken

The matter has been discussed
to some length by the ity oScials,
but there has been no action. The
subject was again brough: before
the Mayor and Aldermen at this
week's meeting, when counsel for
the organizanion asked for an an-
swer. Considerable discussion re-
sulted in the matter being referred
10 Cuty Ariorney Richard E Zim- !
merman and City Engineer W.
Rarmond Walter for further In- |
vestigalion.

It was this discussion that
evolved the possibility for a new:
colored graveyvard, a sultable
burial site 10 be desired. !

The Chapel alley graveyard,
virtually abandoned for such use il
for many years. has been the sub-
ject of complaint for a long time.
Weed-infested., neighbors on both
Fifth and Sixth streeis have com-
plained, and it has been neces- |
sary for the clty to cut the under-l

brush. The Laboring Sons count-
ered last Fall by offering the city
the propertiy for a park site underl
certain stipulations, rome of which ;
were also objected to by residents!
of the neighborhood. The matter .,
has since lain dormant. f
May Work Trade E
« Now that the Laboring Sons!
have renewed their request for
action, and the fact that a newl
colored gravevard s generally
considered needed for Frederick.
the suggestion has been advanced
that a trade may be possible!
whereby the city could acquirel
clear title to the Chapel alley site
and in return provide the Labor-!
ing Sons with a property else-!
where which would prove suitable ;
for burial purposes.

The only colored cemetery now
possessed by Frederick is known
as Fairview, located east of the
city on the Gas House pike. It
is not eonsidered desirable. au-
thoritative sources said. for =a
number of reasons, one of which
is the fact that it lies low, is close
to the Monocacy and in times of
heavy rains or flood conditions.
water overflows much of its con-
fines.

The News, Frederick, MD
Friday, Jan 7, 1949
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New Proffer

In Cemetery
Conversion

Laboring Sons May
Accept Plan To
Make Old Graveyard
Modern Park Area

Acceptance is expected in the
near {uture by the Laboring Sons,
beneficial Negro society, of counter-
proposals just submitted by the
| Mayor and the Board of Alder-
man for conversion to park use of
the old cemetery in Chapel Alley,
between 5th and Gth streets.

Controversy over use of the prop-
erty has flared many times as city
officials sought to convert the over-
grown, weed choked plot to a
park area. Early in September,
1948, a public meeting was held in
the Court House at which white
and colored persons expressed
many conflicting views, and dele-
gations have appeared at a num-
ber of meetings of the Mayor and
Aldermen, White residents in the
ncighborhood last autumn retained
Edward D. Storm to represent their
interests in the nejprotiations,

A letter from, city officials has
been sent to officers of the Labor-
ing Sons and it is believed that the
terms will prove acceptable and
that the matter will be disposed of
finally very soon.

Provisions Of Offer

The cily offer includes the fol-
lowing provisions:

That the cemctery property be
maintained by the city and be ap-
propriately named as a park:

That no further burials be allow-
cd there unless the Mayor and the
Aldermen of Frederick in  their
discretion decide to allow inter-
ment of some outstanding Negro
scientist, hero, artist or athlete:

That a suitable memorial monu-
ment or tablet be erected at city
cxpense to honor those already
buried there;

That headstones and monuments
alrecady on the plot be left there
but buricd under the carth as was
donge by the city in Memorial Park.
and that a record of such markers
be kept in City Hall;

That the Mayor appoint a com-
, mittec of representative citizens to
I'study the problem of juvenilg de-
linquency among colored youth
vhich shall decide what facilities
and opportunitics arec needed and
suggest ways and mean of securing
the same, and that the committee
report findings for such official
and volunteer action as Is needed:

That it be understood the Mayor
and Aldermen may make a con-
tribution to supply such facilitles
but acceptance of the cemetery
ground does not bind them to such
action;

That the city officials set aside
a site near the new muniecipal air-
port for a cemetery for Negro
residents, to be approximately
cqual to the old graveyard in arca,
and that the city maintain the
cemetery as a park for at least 50
years.

The News,ﬁ Frederick, MD




Prospective
Graveyard
Sites Viewed

Two prospective sites for a new
graveyard for Frederick's colored
residents were inspected by city
officials Friday afternoon with a
view to early selection. One loca-
tion is east of the city close to the
“Gas House"” pike. The other is
situated along Bales Lane, the
road leading southward from the
municipal airport to Route 40.

The proposed rfew graveyard
would replace the present Labor-
ing Sons cemetery in Chapel alley
between Fifth and Sixth streets
and which has been suggested as
a park area.

Inspecting the two sites Friday
were Aldermen Alvey V. Renn,
Jesse C. Shaver, Willlam B. Burall
and Charles T. Butcher Sr., ac-
companied by City Engineer W,
Raymond Walter. The decision to
personally visit the two most
likely areas was made at the spe-
cial meeting of the Mayor and
Aldermen on Thursday night,
when it was indicated that a posi-
tive move was not only desirable,
but was likely in the near future.

Site Abandoned

Decision to seek a new site for
a colored, graveyard was pre-
dicated upon a proposal made last
September by the Laboring Sons
whereby the city would acquire
the existing burial ground, which
has long been a virtual eyesore
and the cause of considerable
complaint due to the prevalence of
weeds and underbrush. With a
very few exceptions, the site has
been abandoned for interment
purposes for many Yyears.

In addition the present Fairview
cemetery, also located along the
Gas House pike, is rapidly filling
and its contour is such that it is
frequently flooded during periods
of heavy and prolonged rains.
More Desirable Site

One of the two sites in prospect
is to the east of the present Fair-
view cemetery, near the disposal
plant property. From the view-
pownt of the city, it 1s the more de-
sirable of the two, due to location
and the fact that the approximate
two acres involved is on high
ground.

There are two primary factors
which make the Bales Lanes site
less desirable. One is that it may
be a potential area for residences,
and the other—and extremely im-
portant—fact is that it may possess
a governmental involvement, due
to the proximty of the arrport,
partly financed by Federal allot-
ment.

An official stated after the in-
spection that a special meeting of
the Mayor and Board may be call-
ed next week to settle the ques-
tion. The Laboring Sons desire a
new burying ground as soon as
possible and by the same token
the city wishes to widen and im-
prove the existing property in
Chapel alley between Fifth and
Sixth streets.

An early accord is in prospect,
it was authoritatively stated.

The News
Frederick, MD
Sat, June 25, 1949




Begin Work
On New Park

Woirk of transforming the old
Laboring Sons colored cemetery
in Chapel alley beiween Fifth and
Sixth strects into & public park be-
gan Tuesday. DBarring unforseen
developments, to:e project should
be completed this Fall, said City
Engineer W. Raymond Waller.

Park Department employes di-
rected by Superintendent Jesse W.
Kolb first began clearing the site of
the tangled mass of weaeds and un-
derbrush. The next task will be to
locale as many of the graves as
possible, following which a plat
will be made containing the in-
formation avatlable.

Location of the graves in the
cemetery, generally discarded for
all practicul purposes some years
ago. iy expeclted tu be quile a
task. Many markers have disap-
peared, while existing records are
expected to be Inadequate. At the
same time many of the descendants
of persons buried tncre have died
or left the community with the re-
sult that little information is ex-
pecied from those sources.

The city will then serve pub-
lic nolice through the newspapers
o all pcrsons interested in the
cemctery of the action proposed to
' be taken.

Will Improve Site

In the meantumy, it is understood
that improvemgnts to the area will
proceed. These will include cov-
ering grave sione:s remaining. giaa-
mg, tilling 1n sunken areas and
seeding.

Other lmprovcments to the area
include removal of the hedge on
the east side of the cemetery-lot
and widenming of the alley, which in
itsell will eliminate a traffic bot-
tlencck in this north-south thor-
oughlac,

When completed the project will
provide a public park in the norith-
cast seclion approximealing an area
of 1204380 1ect. it will wmou
climinate an eyesore that has been
the cause of complaint from resi
dents of the area for years.

Under the proposal whcreby the

Laboring Sons organization agreed
to .muke the property available to
the City, the colored beneficial
soclety recelves an approximate
two acres of land on cily-owned
properity near the disposal plant,
about two miles east of the city
limits.

This will be available for a new
colored graveyard at such time
as the Laboring Sons see {it.
Formal possession will become ef-
fecltive next April 1, it was stated.
Under the terms of the transac-
tion, however, if the Laboring
Sons do not promulgate the new
cemetery plan, the City will redeem
the disposal plant acreage for the\
sum of $600.

Thus far there has beeh no in-J
dication as the colored group's
ultimate plans.

The News
Frederick, MD
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Clearing Site

For New Park

No applicalions have been made
to the city as yet for the rcmoval
of any bodies from the old Labor-
ing Sons colored ccmetery in Cha-
pel Alley between Fifth and Sixth
streets, a city spokesman said to-
day.

For several weeks, the city has
given public notice to the effect
that anyv relative of persons buried
in the cemetery who desires re-
moval of body or bodies to other
burial locations should so advise

City Engineer W. Raymond Walter |

before October 1.

The cemetery, under an agree-
ment, is to become a public park

and the Laboring Sons organiza-
tion, which owned it, is to receive
in exchange two acres of land on
city-owned property near the dis-
posal plant.

How many colored persons were
buried in the cemetery is not
known, it was said. However, few
burials have occurred there in re-
| cent years. The cemetery had be-
come a mass of tangled weeds and
underbrush,- which Park Depart-
ment employes have been clearing
away.

It is expected that soon after
October 1, the work of widening
Chapel Alley at the cemeiery area
will get under way eliminating a
bottleneck there.

Burying of the tombstones in the
cemetery will also start. They will
be buried at least six inches be-
low the ground level, it is expected.
The city expects to prepare a map
of the graveyard, which will be on
file at City Hall

It is understood that under the
agreement with the Laboring Sons
organization, it wiil be possible for
application to be made to the city
in the future for the burial in the
park of any outstanding Frederick
colored hero.

Benches, walks and improvement
to the grounds will transform the
old cemetery into a beauty spot in
that section.

The News, Frederick, MD
Wed, Sep 7, 1949




Another deed transfers from the
Mayor and Aldermen to the Bene-
ficial Society of the Laboring Sons
of Frederick city approximately
two acres east of the county road
leading from the Gas House pike
to the northern end of the munici-
pal airport for burial purposes
only. This deed is in exchange for
the transfer of the former ceme-
tery of the Laboring Sons between
East Fifth and East Sixth streets,
which has been converted inio a
playground. It is provided that if‘
there are no burials within the new
cemetery area within three vears
irom the date of the deed, the city‘
will take back the land and pay

$600.
The News, Frederick, MD
Tuesday, Jun 20, 1950

Laboring Sons Rark

The Mayor and Board accepted
the formal report of the commit-
tee named months ago by Mayor
Elmer F. Munshower to make a
joint study of problems of juvenile
delinquency among colored youth
of the city and to make recommen-
dations concerning the use of the
park area, formerly the Laboring
Sons colored cemetery on East
Sixth street. With reference to the
park. the committee set forth that
the plot be designated "Laboring
Sons Memorial Park': that it shall
be a public park, that a suitable
plagque be placed. that the area be
used for relaxation and pleasure.
but not for organized games, and
that adequate benches and lights
be placed there. The juvenile de-
linquency problem remains under
study.

The News, Frederick, MD
Friday, Jan 12, 1951




Laboring Sons

Park Plans Are

Given Approval
Will Be Operated

Similar To Memorial
Ground. Court Park

The Laboring Sons park located |

on the south side of East Sixth
street will be developed as to use
in a way simlar to Memorial

'

der the recommerslations of a
special committee which have been
adopted by (he Mayor and Alder-
men.

Funds have been provided in the
municipal budget for the develop-
ment of the property and work on
the area is getting under way.

The report of the special coms-
mittee, made al a recent meetling
of the aldermen and adopted at
that  time. made the following
recomimendations

That the plot of ground be
designated as Laboring Sons Me-
morial Park.

.. That the memarial park be a
"public park open to the citizens
of Frederick.

That the park be used, under
i city care, mamtenance and policing
tas a memonal to the people buried
therein and a suitable memorial
or plaquc be ecrected al some spot
in the park, thus designating its
origm a< a burial piot and present
use as a memorial park.

That the park be u<ed as a place
of rest for i1elaxation and pleasure,
but that this shall not be interpret-
ed os including organized games.
The intent of the committce as to
use shall be the xame as applying
ito Memorial Park, near Calvary
Methodist church, and Court House
Park.

It was further recommended, to
emphasize this use of the park,
that the grounds be landscaped
and beautified, that large open
arcas be reduced; that benches be
placed in shady arcas and ade-
quate lighting be provided.

The committee, headed by Robert
L. Smith as chairman, held three
mectings  prior to  making its
recommmendation and studied cer-
tain corrcspondence and other in-
formation relating to the park.

The <ame committee was ap-
pointed to study the problems of
juvenile delinquency among the
colored youth of the city and
recommend what facilities should
be provided to correct the prob-
lem if one existed. A further and
more compicte study is being con-
tinucd and the committee will
make a report of its findings at
a later date.

It is understood that the com-
i mittee plans to call persons who
lcome in close contact with the
Iproblcm to a conference to be held
l:«'hnrtly

The News, Frederick, MD
Thursday, Jan 25, 1951
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