History of Cuming County
Townships and Early
Settlers from the 1897 WEST
POINT REPUBLICAN

Parl 2 Nirerman Fownship

Sherman civil township is all that
poriion of townships 21 and 22,
range &, that 15 east of the Elkhom
River and i5 equal to onc
cangressional township. [t is south
of Logan, west of Garlield and
Cuming townships, nonth of Dadgpe
county and east of 51 Charles 1own
ghip. [t had a population of 398 in
1893, The Elkhom River which
fiorms its western boundary ling, is
the lirpest sireum in Cuming Count:
Plum Creek empites i the Elkhor
about ane mile upstream from the
city of West Point. Originally this
part of the county was colled West
|-"|.|5|r|l '|'.-r¢|.‘i1bc.:l. bt i PEET was
changed 10 Slermain.

The first settlenrent in what §s now
Sherman township was made in
1857, ata ]:-t_:-inl nicsar Ve nosrth line
and maostly on section 4, wwnship
22, range &, where il was proposed
1o etablish o wown, which should
b the county sear. N5 name was
DeWitt, It never materialized.

Benjamin Moo and fomily came
from Michigan ol first located at
Dead Tiunber, Dodige Counly, in
1856, but the follewing season
came 1 the southwest guaner of
section 4, township 22, range &, and
wiks Lhee first achesl seuler. About a
dozen other persons, maosily youne,
unrmarried rmen who expected o
become permanent setilers, come
pbonl the sime B, bat maost all
SLIITT ILﬂ

[ the Moore Family were the
parcnis, BB and Anna Moore. the
dapphier Bale and three sons,
Abram, l;'iq:uri'_u: amd Osear, The
fathes daed in 18T, {'itl.n:‘!'.‘:_q.'
citlisted i the Union army and died
in the west. Abram was
prcidentally shot by the bursting o
#pun ','|:|p|'||1e-:|.u| ril 16 lave
conlatned a charpe. The daughtcs
marraed Judge 10O Crawford.
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Prior to [ET0 the Following bl
elfected a settlemem in Shemean
township: Frederick Koch of section
L6, 22 and 6. who came direct from
Ciermany. Messrs, Rhodes and
Wehb; Fred Gaoster of section 15,22
and B AP Callad, of section 9
Manin Bteefer, of section 286; A F.
Fenske, of section Lo, 21, and &; L.
Thiemke. of section 13, 22 and &6; F.
Wicker, of section 12,22 and 6;
Fred Metske, John Bysong, Jemes
Sullivan, Robert Robb, b, Bames
and a fow others,

Frederick Koch, who settied on the
sehaol section, brought o large fract
of land ansed made a Very walualhle
farm. Hemnan, his son, s our eounty
freasurer,

In 1B6E come August Bubin, of
section 24 Frederick Wicken, of the
sams seclion, cime the some year.
He lomesteaded land on section
23,22 and 6, and therse lived For
cleven vears.

Among those of o later dote may
b mantion Anion Risse, also Wm,
A Bmith, wleo came from Freeport,
[Ningis, in 1886, and purchazed a
gquarier sechion of land

The st school ouside of West
Fovint, in the township, was erectled
in the sixties and i= now known ps
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Ak the country developed
cducational maners were looked
atter by the intelligent populace. In
[ 892 there were four schoal
bualdings, mos, 5, 45, 8 and 47, and
rizany attended the excellent bhigh
school at West Point.

This termitory is 5o near the city of
West Pomnt, there has never seemed
to be any dermand for cluereh
organizations or buildings.

In 1E&3, a Farmer's Alliance, mode
up of Germans, was etganizd, bt
Forar wears later it was suspencded For
lack of imerest.

This devdeds it roden dVeevtly from g lsswr
ot AERT Ben Foimd Kepuddican. ff is
araitahly From jusd one of mary seicenElm
coples af ares pewspapers e Leilr Srak)

Fujffen Genenlapy Center har in rhe Sohie A
Srahd fikeary,

Many thanks to

Joel Ernesti,
pecsident of the Elkham
Valley Genealogical Society
for all the time and energy he
hies spent, helping to make this
prasl year's issees of the
Cnarections i joy amld
challenge to pat together,

A pew role for a new writer
has been a real adventure For
someons like me, | have
appreciated this grem
apporienity 1o have been so
challenged.

[ have accepted a full-tims
seaching posttion there fore
Baave resigned fron the
conrdinaler’s position,

I am delighted however 1o
knw that 1 will contines:

wisber strong leadershep witl
Wynoni Behling,

Sincerely,

Boverly Meyer

SPRING SPEAKERS
WELL RECEIVED

The Elkhom Yalley Genealogical
sociely enjoyed several excellent
spcakers for our spring mectings. [n
April, Richard Thill from Qrmaha
presented a wonderfil program on
Cierman folklore angd the Amencin
iradation, T May, Jeff Kappeler from
Walley, Mebraska brought his trunk
and leds of interesting hislory packed
insicle, sharing stores from the
porthem European immigrans tha
travcled to the midwest inthe 19%th
century, Ad our June mesting we
were resited 1ooo wonderlal shde
shivwe presentation by John Carrer,
refleeting storics told through
wonderful family photographs like
those of our ancestors

1 wwias i greind -:.'|.|:|1|:|!||.'|r|-.'|'|l Lo i
photograply display poww shawing &t
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