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This	memo	tries	to	summarize	some	of	the	information	contained	in	three	pages	
that	recorded	proceedings	in	a	probate	court	in	South	Carolina	regarding	the	will	of	
Russell	Cannon	(1745-1824),	the	father	of	Elijah	Cannon	(1796-1887),	the	patriarch	
who	led	his	family	from	South	Carolina	to	Grayson	County,	Texas	in	1852.	The	pages	
are	attached.	Russell	and	his	wife,	Jean	Campbell	(1760-1855),	were	both	born	in	
South	Carolina.		They	had	several	children	in	addition	to	Elijah.	They	also	had	a	few	
slaves.		These	pages	from	probate	are	mostly	about	those	slaves.	
	
Page	1	
This	page	memorializes	proceedings	in	1844	regarding	207	acres	of	land	that	
apparently	was	still	in	the	name	of	Russell,	who	had	died	twenty	years	earlier.		The	
action	was	initiated	by	Elijah	Cannon	seeking	an	order	from	the	court	allowing	the	
division	or	sale	of	the	property.		The	court	ordered	that	all	heirs	be	given	notice	and	
they	were	ordered	to	appear	by	the	first	Monday	of	February	1845	and	state	their	
position.	There	is	no	further	information	on	the	page	about	what	happened	in	1845.	
There	is	no	mention	of	slaves	on	this	page.	It	concerns	just	land.	
	
Page	2	
These	entries	relate	to	action	taken	in	1857	regarding	slaves	that	had	belonged	to	
Russell.	From	this	page,	we	can	elicit	the	following:	
	
Russell	died	in	1824,	and	he	left	a	will	(the	text	of	which	is	stated	in	Page	3).	His	wife	
Jean	was	then	in	her	mid	60’s.	Russell	bequeathed	to	her	(his	wife),	among	other	
assets,	three	Negroes	(his	term),	Rose,	Willis	and	Kate	(or	Cate)	“for	and	during	the	
term	of	her	natural	life,”	and	he	further	willed	that	at	her	death	the	slaves	should	be	
sold	and	the	proceeds	divided	among	his	children.	
	
Twenty	years	later,	in	1844,	while	Jean	was	still	alive,	Elijah	“did	wrongfully	sell	the	
slave	Willis	for	$525.”	Jean	was	in	her	upper	80’s	by	then.	
	
The	proceeding	appears	to	arise	from	the	death	of	Jean	Campbell	Cannon	in	1855.	It	
was	brought	by	one	of	Russell’s	children,	Harriet	Cannon	Duke,	who	married	
Abraham	Duke.	In	that	proceeding,	an	affidavit	was	submitted	by	a	neighbor	of	
Harriet	Cannon	Duke	named	Gideon	Roper.		The	affidavit	is	sometimes	hard	to	
follow.	It	doesn’t	explain	the	identity	of	some	persons	referred	to,	and	it	is	not	
always	clear	to	whom	the	pronouns	“he”	and	“she”	are	referring	to.		Nevertheless,	I	
offer	here	the	verbatim	text	of	the	affidavit:	
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“I	live	near	Mrs.	Dukes.	Andy	a	negro	boy	was	four	or	five	years	old	when	he	
went	there,	which	was	near	8	years	ago.	It	was	worth	$40	a	year	to	provide	
for	and	maintain	him.	I	knew	Kate.	Her	condition	was	bad.	One	fourth	of	the	
time	she	was	helpless.	She	was	taken	care	of	and	fed	which	was	worth	$40	a	
year.	Hannah	was	hired	part	of	the	time.	She	stayed	at	Mrs.	Dukes	one	year.	
During	this	time	she	sick	3	months.	It	was	worth	$2	a	week	to	take	care	of	
her.	Mrs.	Jane	Cannon	was	at	Mrs.	Dukes	8	years.	Her	condition	was	very	bad.	
She	was	old	and	as	helpless	as	a	child	most	of	the	time.	It	was	worth	$400	a	
year	to	take	care	of	her.	Mrs.	Cannon	was	at	Elijah	Cannons	before	she	went	
to	Mrs.	Dukes.	Her	condition	at	first	was	not	so	bad	as	afterwards.	Kate	the	
negro	woman	was	only	sick	at	times.	The	boy	Andy	was	worth	his	board	for	
the	three	or	four	last	years.	Kate	when	well	would	have	hired	for	$4	a	month.	
Hannah	was	sick	about	three	months	in	the	year.	She	was	when	fully	grown	
worth	$40	a	year.”	

	
Page	3	
This	page	appears	to	be	a	transcription	of	the	will	of	Russell	Cannon.	To	summarize,	
Russell	made	these	bequests:	
	
To	his	wife	he	gave	two	horses,	ten	head	of	cattle	and	all	of	his	hogs	and	all	
remaining	personal	property.	As	for	slaves,	he	bequeathed	them	–	just	like	property	
-		but	with	different	conditions.		“Negro	Simon”	was	given	to	her	“for	her	own	proper	
use	to	dispose	of	as	she	sees	proper.”	The	three	slaves,	Rose,	Willis	and	Cate	were	
given	with	just	a	life	estate	–	specifically,	“during	her	natural	life,”	and	at	her	death	
to	be	sold	and	the	proceeds	to	Russell’s	children.		
	
To	his	daughter	Harriet	Cannon	Duke,	he	gave	her	“Negro	Ann”		
	
The	rest	of	his	property,	real	estate	or	personal,	was	to	be	sold	and	the	proceeds	
divided	equally	among	his	children.	
	
He	appointed	his	wife	and	his	son	Elijah	to	be	executors.	
	
	
Comments	
It	appears	that	pages	2	and	3	are	about	the	probate	dispute	arising	from	the	
provision	of	Russell’s	will	concerning	three	slaves.		Maybe	it	dealt	with	how	much	
money	each	of	Russell’s	adult	children	should	receive	from	the	sale	of	the	slaves.	
The	dispute	apparently	arose	from	the	provision	concerning	three	of	the	slaves,	
Rose,	Willis	and	Kate,	but	the	affidavit	does	not	mention	Rose	–	nor	is	there	a	
mention	of	“Negro	Ann”	or	“Negro	Simon.”	There	is	a	lot	we	still	don’t	know.		
Regardless	of	our	ignorance	of	the	outcome,	it	is	interesting	to	see	the	casual	style	of	
the	discussion	of	dealing	with	the	slaves,	which	was	probably	representative	of	the	
attitudes	at	the	time.	There	is	little	sense	of	regarding	the	slaves	as	persons.	It	is	
interesting	to	read	of	the	dollar	values	placed	on	maintaining	a	slave,	hiring	a	slave,	
and	even	of	taking	care	of	a	very	old	woman.		



	
Elijah	Cannon	apparently	began	taking	care	of	his	mother,	Jean	C.	Cannon,	after	the	
death	of	her	husband	(Elijah’s	father,	Russell)	in	1824.	She	was	then	in	her	60’s	and	
presumably	no	one	expected	her	to	live	until	her	90’s.		Her	health	declined	over	the	
years	and	she	eventually	became	“helpless	as	a	baby.”		The	affidavit	says	the	last	
eight	years	of	her	life,	until	she	died	in	1855,	she	was	taken	care	of	by	her	daughter	
Harriet.		Of	course,	Elijah	left	South	Carolina	in	1852	for	Texas,	but	we	can	assume	
that	Jean	Cannon	lived	with	Elijah	for	23	years		--	until	her	late	80’s.	During	those	
years,	Elijah	had	nine	children	of	his	own.	Elijah	may	well	have	“wrongfully”	sold	the	
slave	Willis	in	1844,	but	it	may	have	been	because	he	needed	the	money	to	care	for	
his	mother;	and	the	slave	Willis	sort	of	belonged	to	him	as	well	as	his	mother.		
	
____________________________________-	
	
	
The	slave	belonging	to	Jean	Cannon	named	Kate	(or	Cate)	appears	in	another	part	of	
the	records	of	Pickens	County,	S.C.		It	was	about	a	court	sentencing	her	to	receive	
lashes.	Here	is	the	entry	regarding	Kate	dated	March	20,	1841:	
	

“Kate,	a	slave	of	Mrs.	Cannon,	gave	a	runaway	slave	her	victuals	one	time	
while	she	[the	runaway	slave]	was	lying	out,	and	that	her	slave	Mary	said	she	
could	sleep	in	the	Master’s	barn	that	night.	She	[the	runaway]	was	a	slave	of	
Andrew	Hunter.	The	Court	sentenced	Kate	to	have	two	lashes	and	Mary,	five	
lashes.”		
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