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COLLEGEPORT DAY  
SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2023 

MOPAC HOUSE 
BBQ Dinner Served at 12:00 Noon 

PLEASE BRING SIDE DISHES OR DESSERTS.   
 

Donations may be sent to: 
Mopac House Foundation 

P. O. Box 175 
Collegeport, TX 77428  

Or make your contribution at the door. 
Please Register upon arrival. 

Bring lawn chairs for additional seating  
Invite family or friends who may not be on our mail list! 
Remaining barbecue will be sold at the pit after dinner. 

 
For more information email: gfranzen@tisd.net 

  
THANKS TO ALL WHO MAKE OUR HOMECOMING A SUCCESS! 

 

We Look Forward To Seeing You! 
       

Use the following link to read more about Collegeport: 
https://www.usgenwebsites.org/TXMatagorda/collegeport/collegeport.htm 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Collegeport Area Volunteer Fire Department 

R A F F L E 

  Proceeds will be used for equipment and supplies for the VFD 
 

   Tickets will be available at the VFD table at the Mopac on 
  Collegeport Day 

  May 27, 2023 
 

 Your support is greatly appreciated. 
   Drawing will be held that day. 

mailto:gfranzen@tisd.net
https://www.usgenwebsites.org/TXMatagorda/collegeport/collegeport.htm


 
  

     
Collegeport Area Volunteer Fire Department 

Organized February 2, 1965 

______________________________________________________________________     
In Memoriam 

 
Teresa Regina Bergan (2021) 

Elmo Cody Duke IV 

James “Jim” Franklin Eilbeck, Sr. (2019) 

Roberta Lee Downing Jurek 

Shirley Marie Hogg Kubecka 

Mary Jo Blackwell Mahon 

Opal Frances Orsak 

Carl Wayne “Jug” Rhymes 

Martha Vacek 

Ethel Adell Nelson Williams 
 

 *Obituaries for our folk may be read at:  https://usgenwebsites.org/TXMatagorda/collegeport/collegeport_day_2023.htm 
 
 

                                  If you know of others, please EMAIL additions. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The following article describes how Collegeport began and is illustrated 
with photos in our archive.  Thank you to all who have contributed to this 
effort. 

https://usgenwebsites.org/TXMatagorda/collegeport/collegeport_day_2023.htm
mailto:gfranzen@tisd.net


 
  

THE EARLY HISTORY OF COLLEGEPORT 
compiled by G. W. Franzen 

The Town of Collegeport was established on May 25, 1908 by the Burton D. Hurd Land 
Company as part of a land development scheme to colonize the Texas Gulf Coast area.   
The grand Hotel Collegeport overlooking the Tres-Palacios Bay and the fashionable 
“pagoda” pavilion were built to accommodate and entertain excursion parties brought in 
by Hurd. 

 
 Grand Opening of Collegeport--1909             “Pagoda” Pavilion and Boardwalk                                                                

The Hurd Land office was next door to the hotel, making it convenient for guests and 
agents to meet. The people who visited on these promotional tours became known as 
“Homeseekers.” Hurd reached out to these prospective buyers by placing ads in 
newspapers in midwestern states, offering special excursion rates to anyone willing to 
make the trek to the Texas Gulf Coast.   

                 



 
  

 
In planning the new town, Hurd and William H. Travis negotiated a site for the Gulf Coast 
University of Industrial Arts, of which Travis became President.  Students enrolling could 
have tuition and housing in exchange for labor, making an education possible at little 
cost—the men worked on the school farms and orchards and the women in domestic 
service in the laundry or bakery.  These services were offered to residents in the 
community. 

          
       Advertisement for Gulf Coast University               Entrance of the GCU 

 
After the railroad was completed into Collegeport in 1910, parties of Homeseekers 
arrived at the Collegeport RR Station.   

  
      St. Louis, Brownsville & Mexico RR Station        Hurd’s Pullman car with a party of Homeseekers   

                                                                 
 Homeseekers at Hotel Collegeport                Hurd showing property                                 

                                         
                             Hurd’s Party of August 20, 1909 

The homeseekers who bought land with the intention of settling here soon returned with 
their families and possessions by rail. My grandparents, Gust and Ellen Franzen sold out 
in Iowa and brought only essentials and clothing with them to Texas.  Gust first came to 



 
  

Texas with Hurd’s Excursion of August 20, 1909.   This is when he purchased farmland 
south of Collegeport.  He returned to Iowa and arranged an auction to liquidate his 
livestock and equipment before returning to Collegeport with his wife, Ellen and children 
Dorothy and Arnold. Their auction was held December 10, 1909 and they arrived by train 
here on Christmas eve, and spent their first night in the Hotel Collegeport. 
 
Hurd’s agents had represented mild winters and year-round growing conditions, so they 
left their warm clothing and blankets behind—and nearly froze to death their first winter 
in Texas.  However, all who came had dreams of success. 
Below is a copy of the auction list for Gust Franzen’s farm liquidation in Iowa.  
 
 
 

  



 
  

   

 

 
A variety of houses, farmsteads and business sprang up quickly, and the town flourished. 

  
(l-r) Bay View School; “The Sholl Block” housed early 
Post Office, Hoffman Pharmacy and Everson Store; 
Tom Clark Store and D. H. Morris Groceries & Feed. 

 
Collegeport Business Section: (l-r) Telephone Co., Theo Smith Lumber, John Price Lumber (in the 
distance), Mott Store, Avenue Hotel, Collegeport State Bank (right) 

  
Along with the burgeoning number of homes and businesses, churches were organized 
and religious services abounded in the community.  The First Church of Collegeport—
Federated was organized in 1909--its membership represented 14 denominations.  Grace 
Chapel of St. Mary’s Mission was organized in 1910 by the Episcopalians in the 
community.  The Federated Church affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in 1922, and 
the Episcopal Church disbanded due to declining membership about the same time.  The 
building was moved to Palacios in 1926 and consecrated as St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in 1927.  



 
  

                 
First Church of Collegeport--Federated (1909-1922)   Grace Chapel of St. Mary’s Mission 
 14 Denominations worshiped together.   (1910-1922) Moved to Palacios as 
Affiliated with the Presbyterian Church January 1, 1922.  St. John’s Episcopal Church in 1926. 

 
Education was a priority for the settlers.  A school was organized and first classes were 
held under a tent. Upon completion of the Federated Church building, its south wing 
served as the school until the red brick school building was completed. 

  
         Classes in south wing of Federated Church                             Bay View School 
 

 For a while the town of Collegeport thrived, but the prosperity was short lived due to a 
series of circumstances beyond anyone’s control.  By 1915 the university closed, and 
many disillusioned settlers sold farms and businesses and returned from whence they 
came.  Others remained and found ways to make the land productive with other crops. 
 
Pictured on the next page is a copy of the Collegeport Business Directory published in 
its heyday (ca. 1914) listing many of the business in the town.  In the center portion is 
the Collegeport Telephone Directory. 
 
Collegeport Day is the annual celebration of the founding of the town on May 25, 
1908.  It has been observed by residents and friends of the community each year 
since, and is now celebrated the Last Saturday of May.  
 
To learn more about the history of Collegeport, use this link: 
https://www.usgenwebsites.org/TXMatagorda/collegeport/collegeport.htm 
 

https://www.usgenwebsites.org/TXMatagorda/collegeport/collegeport.htm


 
  

          


