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Traffic accidents
claim two lives

TRINITY--Separate traffic
accidents took the lives of two local
residents this week.

Both accidents occurred before
Monday's big freeze which shut
down  almost  all of
East Texas. :

Leon Durdin, longtime welder,
died doing one of the things he
enjoyed = most Thursday
night....going across the street to
get his grandson an ice-cream cone.:

Durdin had purchased the ice-
cream at the Chevron Convenience
Store on South Highway 19 and
was walking back across Stadium
Street around 6:45 p.m. Thursday
when a 1993 Chevrolet Pickup
driven by Eddy McKnight struck
him according to the Department of
Public Safety report. Durdin was
walking in the eastbound lane when
the southbound pickup turning off
Highway 19 struck him. The
pickup driver is employed by
Tommy Johnson trucking,

Trooper Henry from the Lufkin
DPS Office investigated the
accident.

Durdin was pronounced dead at
the scene by Justice of the Peace

obby Nicholds. -
din. who. was born_in the.
Weldon Commiunity, had operated™
the welding shop nearby on South
Highway 19 until the highway
widening project when he moved it
north of town on Highway 19.

Funeral services were held in the
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
Sunday afternoon,

Businessman Fred Felty was
involved in a fatal collision Sunday
afternoon while turning off of
Hightway 356 in to Westwood
Shores. -

He was taken to a Conroe
Hospital, but died within three
hours from the collision.

. Felty's 1970 model Volkswagon
Van collided head-on with a 19095

Dodge Pick-up driven by Guy
‘Herbert Foster, Jr. of College

Station at 12:05 p.m. Sunday.
‘Mallory Foster, a 12-year-old

passenger in the Foster vehicle,
received injuries.

Services for Mr. Felty are
pending at the State Cemetary in
Austin.. - o2 e

He served as a state representative

. in the 30's and as a County Judge

Later, he practiced law in San
Antonio.

He was an Army Captain during
World War II. Later he edited a navy
newspaper in Spain for 15 years.
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AUST --Graveside services for-
Fred C. Felty, 88, were conducted
January 17 at 2 p.m. in the Texas

“Stale.Cemetery at Austin.

He died Sunday, Jan. 12 in Trm-
ity. -
A memorial service will be
planned in Trinity at a later date.

Mr. Felty was born in Kerrville,
thie son of Edgar and Ora Thomas
Felty. He was graduated from the
University of Texas and the
University of Texas Law School.

He served two terms in the Texas
State Legislature before joining the

- Army to serve during WWIL Asa

Captain, he was a field reporter for
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower and served

_in Northern France, the Rhineland,
_ Ardennes and Normandy. Later he

was a military trial judge advocate
and served with Allied Mlhtaryv‘
Government. -

He was an attomey -at-law in
Bexar County and later in Germany
for International Insurance Compa-»
nics.

“Mr. Felty reured and hved in
Bengo_]an, Malaga, Spain for 13
years. He returned to Texas where
he owned a bookshop in Trinity.

Mr. Felty is survived by a
daughter, Rose Ann Felty; a brother
Morris Felty; sisters: Ailene Duff
and Claire Gene Redding; along
with numerous nieces and nephews.

.Memorials may be sent to the

_ Blair Reeves Children's Fund at

University Hospital or Grace Place
at Grace. Lutheran Church in San
Antonio.

Mnssmn Park handled arrange-
ments.




