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GROVETON -- Although no ar-
rests have yet been made in the Jan.
31 shooting death of Lynn Ray
Skains, Trinity County Sheriff Brent
Phillips said Monday that the inves-
tigation is moving forward.

“1 feel we are making definite

cains murder investiga

progréSs but I can’t release any de-

-tails at this time,” Phillips said. “We

are moving forward but we’re at a
point that if I said any more it could
hurt the investigation.”

Phillips said that a number of ru-

mors voiced by arearesidents rega

ing an arrest in the case are t0t3
false at this time. '

“We are questioning a number
people and it seems that every ti
we do, they become the latest s
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Traffic 'accident’
revealed as murder

By GREG-PEAK
Area Reporter

GROVETON -- What began
Sunday as a routine investigation
involving a traffic fatality escalated
into a full-scale murder investiga-
tion Monday when it was learned
the victim died from a gunshot
wound. =

Lynn Ray Skains, 40, of Trinity
was pronounced dead early Sunday
after what appeared to be a one-
vehicle accident on FM 356 two
miles from the Polk County line.

An autopsy on Monday shocked
Trinity County investigators when
it was discovered the “accident”
victim had been shot to death.
- “We have gone from a one-car
roll-over traffic accident to a homi-
cide,” Trinity County Sheriff Brent
Phillips said. “The district attor-
ney’s office and the Texas Rangers
have both been called in on this
investigation.”

Phillips said it was initially be-
lieved Skains “died from injuries

sustained when he was partially
ejected from his green, four-door
1998 Chevrolet one-ton pickup.

The vehicle crashed and rolled
over at about 12:40 a.m. Sunday
east of Trinity on FM 356. It ap-
peared Skains was driving toward
Trinity at the time of the mishap.

To determine the exact cause of
death, an autopsy was ordered and
Dr. James R. Bruce of Lufkin was
called into the case.

“At 11:30 am. Monday, Dr.
Bruce contacted my office and told
us that in the process of doing his
initial forensic evaluation, he dis-
covered what appeared to be a gun-
shot wound on the victim.

“He called back at about 1:30
p.m. and advised us that the gun-
shot wound was, in deed, the cause
of death,” Phillips said.

The wound was discovered in
Skain’s upper body but Phillips
declined to release any additional
information regarding the nature of

(See MURDER----n. 2)
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the injury at this time.

After learning about the wound,
Phillips said local investigators
immediately returned to the site of
the crash and began processing it as
a crime scene.
< “aWe looked at a one-mile stretch
of roadway on FM 356 about twO
miles from the Polk County line,”
Phillips said.

Evidence gathered at the scene
was forwarded to the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety (DPS) crime
lab for evaluation. :

“We also contacted the DPS for
additional assistance. They will be
sending in a team of specialists to
help diagram the scene and will
provide technical equipment {0 TS~
create what occurred.”

Phillips added he also is appeal-
ing to the public for help in solv-
ing this case.

I would like to have anyone who
was traveling up or down FM 356
between 11:30 p.m. Saturday and 1
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Suicide victim accused in Lynn,

GROVETON - The January 31

| 1 1999 shooting death of ‘Lynn Ray

- Skains has been solved according to
. 258thJudicial District District Attor-
ney Joe Price.

Mr. Skains, returmng from work,
was thoughi to have had a fatal acci-
denton FM 356 around 12:30 a.m. on
Sunday, January 31, 1999. After an
autopsy was ordered and Dr. James
,R. Bruce of Lufkin performed this
' service, he notified the Trinity County
Sheriff's Department that Mr. Skains
. had not died due to the accident, but
thathe had been shot. This begana 3-
monthlonginvestigation by theTrm-
‘ity County Sheriff's Department,
Texas Ranger Don Morris, D.A. In-
vestigator Ronnie Donahoeand other
local and surrouncing counties law
inforcement.

i MnPncesaxdthataﬂenmervxéw-
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ing some 110 people and investigat-
ing many leads that lead nowhere,

, one lead led to a former Angelina

County resident who was living in a
deer camp on a 14,000 acre lease in
Cherokeecounty. Hisname wasKen-
neth Robertson, a TDC employee
whoWasa riend of G ins wife w

"The two, ‘Skains wn‘fe Karen and
‘Kenneth Robertson, met at a TDC

#Seminar and got to talking and they

 became friends and talked often and
" even had lunch together a couple of
times." Price said. Price also stated
that the friendship was viewed by the

. two in different ways with Karen
| viewing it as friends and Robertson
. seeing it as an affair. "He became
. very-altracted to her over a period of

" several months to the point that he

f @% n that the 12-gaug
* gunwaseither thrown intoa

told her he loved her" Price stated.
Price said that Karen told Robertson
thatshe did notlook at their fiendship
thatway and thatshe did notintend to
leave her husband. She also told him
if he did not quit calling her and
stalking her that she was going to tell
her husband.

~ This, Price said, probably led to
Robertson killing Skains on that fatal
night. "It was at this point that
Robertson knew that Skains would
be coming from work ( only TRA,
Skains wife Karen and Robertson
knew that Lynn Ray was working a
late shift that night. Robertson found
this out through a conversation with
Skains wife, Karen.) andheambushed
him on a long straight stretch of FM
356 by driving up beside Skains and
firinga 12-gauge shotgunloaded with
buckshot into the cab of the truck"
Price said. Although the murder

. weapan was never found and the gun

Robeftson used to kill himself with
was a 30-30 rifle, there were numer-
ous 12-gauge shells found in his camp
house. bul:go 12-gaugeshotgun Price
said that the investigation came to the

na

’Ihe;mvesugauon, Price said was
very complete and it was then carried
 before the recent Grand Jury. The
Grand Jury, after a long deliberation,
concluded that through the evidence
presented, that Kenneth Robertson

bunesd; the deer lease.

* was the one that shot and killed Lynn

Ray Skains.

Mr. Price said that although the
caseisclosed,any evidence thatsome-

one else was involved or new evi-
dence turns up, it will be mvesugmd
throughly as no murder case is com-
pletely closed.





