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NELDA MAE (CHANDLER) COOK
09-09-1936 05-23-2008

Neldz ‘Mae” (Chandler) Cook passed away May 23, ‘2008 at
Virginia Hospital Center “in Arlington, Virginia. Nelda fought
rheumatoid lung disease for the past year and in her last minutes
she was surrounded by her husband of 52 years, James H. Cook
.and all of her ¢hildrén and older grandchildren.

Nell was born in Groveton, Texas, August 9, 1936 to Crit and
Clara Chandler. Growing up in Groveton, Nelda was a friend to
all. She graduated from Groveton High school in 1953. Nell and
Jim were married at Groveton Baptist Church on May 12, 1956 in
an “Aggie” wedding and she graduated from Sam Houston State
Teachers College in 1957 with a Bachelor’s degree in education.

When Jim was commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Army,
Nell became a military spouse and left Groveton to live in New

York, »th 5%;595%% Crt‘m_” Robert were born in. 1957, and 1959.
.]‘he children and, ﬁ\lqﬂ returned home to Grovetqn for a year in
1960.- 61, to live with the Chandler grandparents at Magee Bend
while Jim served a tour in Korea. Daughter, Tammy, was born in
1962 in El Paso, Texas. In 1965, the family moved to Germany,
taking Nelda’s father, “Papa” Crit Chandler with them when he

joined the household following the death of his wife. Three years
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fater found Nell and the children back in Groveton while Jim
served a tour in Vietnam. 1969 saw the final addition to the
family, Fhomas (Tom) and a move to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
Later moves included Hampton Roads and then, Virginia and
Hawaii before settl-mg in Arlington, Virginia. Jim and Nelda spent
many winters in Naples, Florida.

- Nell taught elementary school in New York, Germany, Virginia
and Hawaii, while raising her family, and she loved cookmg and
made the best plum jelly and biscuits on earth. Her other joys in
life were her grandchildren, butterflies, fishing, raising orchids and
watching baseball, among other things. She attended McLean
Bible church in Virginia when she was able. Nell is remembered
by all for extraordinary devotion to her family and friends and the
warmth she showed to everyone she met. Every stray that ever
crossed her door ‘be it human or animal, was welcomed, fed and
made to feel at home _Nell was inducted into the Groveton Ex-
students Hall of Fame in.2006. She is survived by her husband,
four children and her grandchlldren AJ, Eleni, Sam, Allie, Stevxe
Debbie, Joshua and Colleen.

Services will be held May 29th at Arlington Funeral Home at 7
p.m. Burial will be at Arlington National Cemetery on June 17th.
In lieu of flowers the family asks that donations be made to the
Cook Foundation, ¢/0J _H. Cook 3906 N. Wakefield St., Arlington,
VA 22207. This foundation has been formed to provide
scholarshins to deservine students from Groveton High School. —




